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International Education Week (IEW) Tip Sheet 
 

Beginning on November 16, 2015 
 

  

 

1. Check out the IEW resources website: http://iew.state.gov/ 
 

2. Plan your IEW presentation: 
A. Ask your teacher or another adult to allow you to present. 

 Share the Department of State school administrator letter (coming soon)  

 Explain the impact of IEW 
B. Register an event on the IEW website: http://eca.state.gov/node/add/iew-event 
C. Decide what style/content will be interesting based on your audience and what you are comfortable doing. 

For ideas, check here: https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/guidelinesformakingpresentations.pdf 
 

An excerpt follows here: 
 

A. WHO: Share your country and culture with others by giving presentations to: 
 Your classmates (history, government, social studies, political science, language classes, school clubs) 

 Elementary, middle, or high schools 

 Local community organizations 

 Senior citizens 

 Neighborhood associations 

 Places of worship 
 

B. HOW: Visuals can help your presentation: 
 Show photos of your country, friends, and family 

 Bring a map or your national flag, or make a poster with facts about your country 

 Share your favorite recipes or foods 

 Read your favorite story or recite a national poem 

 Play your national anthem or song 

 Prepare a video or PowerPoint presentation about your country or city 
 

C. WHAT: Your presentation might include some of the following examples: 
 

An introduction. 

 Introduce yourself in either your native language or another foreign language and in English. 

 Give your name, your home country, and share a little bit about your experience as an exchange student. 
 

A story about your home country. 

 A day in the life of a typical teenager in your home (or host) country. 

 What school is like in your home country. 

 What it is like to live with your host family – describe a day in the life. 

http://iew.state.gov/
http://eca.state.gov/node/add/iew-event
https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/guidelinesformakingpresentations.pdf
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 Describe a holiday celebration in your home country and its importance. 

 Describe a funny experience you had on your exchange – in school, with friends, with your host family. 

 Describe the strangest thing you have learned about your host country. 

 Describe the biggest difference you see between your home and your host country. 

 Describe how your exchange experience has impacted you, your host family, and your own family. Did you change 
at all? Has it shaped your plans and goals for the future? 

 

A focus on a certain topic(s) 

 Government: Explain how your government functions. Discuss the similarities and differences between your 
government and the US government. 

 History: Tell about your nation’s history. 

 Culture: Discuss the different types of food, music, dances, traditions, etc. in your country. Bring in food samples, 
demonstrate dances/song, or play traditional music from your country. 

 Language: Teach students a few simple phrases in your native language. 

 Important social/political/religious issues: Talk about some of the specific things that people in your country are 
interested in or concerned about. You can discuss family trends, economic issues, social/environmental problems, 
importance of religion, political changes, etc. 

 

3. Examples of past YFU IEW presentations: 
 

A. Presented to: 
 Elementary, middle, and high school students and staff 

 Social studies, geography, history, government, language, cultural studies classes 

 School clubs: international relations, language, history 

 International events/festivals: school or community based 

 Community groups: senior living centers, libraries, church groups 

 Youth groups: faith based, leadership groups 

 10 to 200 audience members 
 

B. Took place: 
 Classrooms, auditoriums, churches, libraries, teen centers 

 During school, after school, weekends 

 Ideally during IEW, but sometimes schools move an international event to another week. Students should notify 
YFU that the presentation will take place on a different date. 

 

C. Duration: 
 45 minutes to 1 hour is the suggested minimum 

 1 – 2 hours (including questions/discussions) 

 Evening long (during international festivals/events) 
 

D. Included one or more of these elements: 
 Information about history, culture, faith, government, and/or teen life 

 Story telling 

 Sports 

 Music 

 Language lessons 

 Art 

 National dress 

 Food 

 PowerPoint, video, posters, tri-folds, photographs, national flags 

 Time for questions and discussion 

 Hosting a booth/table at an event 
 

E. YFU students contacted these community members for suggestions and permission: 
 Teachers (history, government, language, social studies, or other related subjects) 

 School staff (guidance counselor, principal, International Baccalaureate coordinator, international club advisor) 

 Youth Group leaders 
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 Faith leaders 

 YFU, Area Reps, host parents, and Cluster Leaders (FLEX and YES only) 


